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DISCIPLINE AND FREEDOM 
Recent actions on campus, arising on the surface out of 
the discipline issue, are in essence concerned with the nature 
of the university on the one hand and the idea of freedom on 
the other. 
The problem is that we, as students, are expected to 
operate within the institutions own definitions. When Cowen 
says "We will have law and order on campus" (Hotline, Friday 
30th Oct.) he is speaking as the front man for those who control 
the university: for the Senate, the Professorial Board and for 
the puritan restrictions of action ("freedom") reflected by them 
and the business interests of which they are a function. 
Our freedoms of action , while we remain in the "those who 
know" vs. the "those who don't" dichotomy, while we exist as 
subservient "ratbags11 in the academic rat race, are successfully 
stifled by the university power structure and by the "freedom 
of speech'' cant. From the point of view of the power structure, 
dissent is recognized as being legitimate as long as it doesn't 
"go beyond the law". This legalistic containment is another 
way of saying that dissent is O.K. so long as it's not effective. 
The foolishmess of the role we have been expected to play 
in our liberated zone of free speech is illustrated by 
answering the question: what freedoms are there on this campus? 
We are free to choose between established co rses, free to make 
an (appointed) visit to the head of our department once every 
so often, free to choose to write examinations with biro or 
fountain pen , free to choose what we will eat for lunch at the 
refec. The point is that we will never have any real interest 
in how this university is run before we organize its decision-
making ourselves otherwise we have no freedom. When some 
students were disciplined under the statutes , we could only 
look on. 
It's those statutes which must be attacked for they are 
the instrument of control over those without control . The 
statutes are designed to protect those who make them: businesses 
like Mt Isa Mines, the Myer Emporium and groups such as the 
Australian Institute of Management and government appointees, 
all play powerful roles in the university's decision-making 
process . 
A similar sort of lunacy operates outside our university 
though our institutionalized and narrow ranged vision may fail 
to see the connection. The problems faced by workers in many 
ways are those faced by university students. We are given 
options of reforms, minor concessions.- whether it be course 
improvements or higher wages, student staff liason committees 
or better conditions on job sites - all of which doesn't 
challenge fundamentally the rationale of a profit-motivated 
system. Capitalism's method of perpetuating itself is 
through the granting of minor concessional reforms designed 
to placate dissent rather than to solve it. 
Uni ver.si ty statutes discipline impinges upon our freedom 
as individuals because it is forcing us to act within its own 
limited ~afinitions. If we don't recognize the framework that 
this statute discipline works in, then we can only work outside 
that framework. Those statutes legislated by men in power with-
out the consent of those they govern; those statutes in effect 
ensure that a university student will unwittingly serve the 
"community at large" without necessarily questionin[s the ethos 
operating within that society. 
We should not be primarily concerned with repealing 
statutes, nor with useless appeals against sentence severities; 
our energies should rather be directed to challenging and 
eventually overthrowing this institutionalised 'seat of learn-
ing' geared to perpetuate itself and to satisfy the needs of 
a materialist and degenerate society Nhose criminal delusion 
and moral idiocy can only destroy itself. We must concentrate 
our energies into a united force capable to set up a self 
managed, a free and morally responsible university directed 
towards solving the problems we face as individuals and as 
a society. We have no choice 
THERE IS A MEETING FOR THE REVOLUTIONARY LEFT THIS FRIDAY, 
J.D. STORY ROOM , AT 7 P. M. 
